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SKAMANIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

240 NW Vancouver Ave. 

Stevenson, WA  98648 

Agenda for September 13, 2022 

Commissioner Meetings are open to the public either in person or using ZOOM with the following numbers: 

 1 346 248 7799 US   1 312 626 6799 US  

 1 646 558 8656 US   1 669 900 9128 US    

 1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 889 0632 1210 – New Meeting ID as of 06/01/2021 

Join Zoom Meeting 

  - Audio only from your computer  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88906321210 

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS ACCEPTED AND ENCOURAGED BY MONDAY PRECEDING THE MEETING AT 

NOON. If you wish written comments to be listed on the agenda, they need to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board by noon on 

Thursday preceding the Tuesday/Wednesday meeting, otherwise they will be held for the following Tuesday/Wednesday. Email 

comments to: slack@co.skamania.wa.us  When a holiday falls on Monday, the regular meeting is held on Wednesday of that week.  

 

Tuesday, September 13, 2022   

9:00 AM Staff Meeting  

9:30 AM Call to Order 

  Pledge of Allegiance 

  Public Comment  

    

Consent Agenda (Items will be considered and approved on a single motion. Any Commissioner may, by request, 

remove an item from the agenda prior to approval.) 

1. Minutes for meeting of March 15, 2022 

2. Minutes for meeting of March 22, 2022 

3. Resolution 2022-38 Providing Easement to the City of Stevenson for sewer line  

4. Resolution 2022-39 Repay Interfund Loans 

5. Resolution 2022-40 Create Interfund Loans 

6. Notice from Washington State Liquor Control Board of discontinuance of liquor license for Columbia 

River View Vineyards 

7. Set advertisement dates seeking applicants for the County’s representative on the Columbia Gorge 

Housing Authority Board 

8. Interlocal Agreement with the City of Stevenson for providing GIS Services 

9. Agreement with Olson Environmental to conduct a habitat assessment, determine the 200’ high water 

mark and provide a report of the results 

10. Letter to Ken Bajema for reappointment to Position 1-A on the Planning Commission for a four-year 

term 

11. Letter to Mat Joy for reappointment to Position 2-A on the Planning Commission for a four-year term 

12. Ratify the Chair’s signature on Change Order #1 with Emtech for restoring Rock Creek Picnic Shelter 

after damage due to fire 

13. Contract with Beacon Health Option, Inc. to provide long-term bridge housing subsidies for eligible 

populations under the Department of Commerce Community Behavioral Health Rental Assistance 

Program grant 

14. Contract renewal with Christopher R. Lanz, Attorney at Law for attorney services for the Volunteer 

Guardian Ad Litem program 

 

Voucher Approval 

 

Authorize Human Resources to move forward with advertising for the Deputy Clerk position in the District 

Court Department 

 

http://www.skamaniacounty.org/
http://www.skamaniacounty.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88906321210
mailto:slack@co.skamania.wa.us
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Meeting Updates 

 

10:00 AM Department Head Reports 

Lunch 

 

1:30 PM  Board of Health meeting 

 

2:30 PM Workshop with Community Development to discuss Short-term Vacation Rentals and permit fees 

 

3:30 PM Workshop with Community Health to discuss Strategic Planning 

 

 

Adjourn   

http://www.skamaniacounty.org/
http://www.skamaniacounty.org/
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 RESOLUTION No. 2022-39 

 (Pay and Partially Re-Pay Current Expense Loans) 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the Current Expense Fund’s 

current indebtedness; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Current Expense Fund has an outstanding loan created by Resolution 2021-45 

with a balance of $354,742.35 plus interest with an expiration date of December 14, 2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Current Expense Fund has an outstanding loan created by Resolution 2022-10 

with a balance of $43,611.02 plus interest with an expiration date of February 15, 2025; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Current Expense Fund has an outstanding loan created by Resolution 2022-17 

with a balance of $1,035.000.00 plus interest with an expiration date of March 15, 2025; and 

 

WHEREAS, RCW 79.64.110 requires the County to first apply State Forest Board revenues to the 

reduction of indebtedness existing in the Current Expense Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined there is sufficient State Forest Board revenue 

available to repay the Current Expense Fund’s indebtedness created by Resolution 2021-45; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined there is sufficient State Forest Board revenue 

available to repay the Current Expense Fund’s indebtedness created by Resolution 2022-10; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined there is sufficient State Forest Board revenue 

available to partially repay the Current Expense Fund’s indebtedness created by Resolution 2022-

17; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County Treasurer is hereby directed to pay on 

the 13th day of September 2022, $776,130.34 as follows: 

 

 Resolution 2021-45 

 1027.000 Cumulative Reserve Loan Fund               $ 354,742.35 

 Interest from 3/15/22 to 9/13/22                       $         884.43 

          TOTAL          $ 355,626.78 

 Resolution 2022-10 

 1027.000 Cumulative Reserve Loan Fund               $   43,611.02 

 Interest from 3/15/22 to 9/13/22                       $          10.39 

          TOTAL          $   43,621.41 

 

 Resolution 2022-17 

 1027.000 Cumulative Reserve Loan Fund               $ 375,942.52 
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 Interest from 3/15/22 to 9/13/22                       $          939.63 

          TOTAL          $ 376,882.15 

   

       TOTAL PAYMENT            $ 776,130.34 

 

And that repayment for the remainder of the loan created by 2022-17 in the amount of $659,057.48 

plus interest of .5% is hereby due on March 15, 2025. 

 

 

 

PASSED IN REGULAR SESSION this 13th day of September 2022. 

 

 

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 SKAMANIA COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

 Chairman 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

 Commissioner 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

 Commissioner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ For_________ 

Clerk of the Board Against_____ 

 Abstain_____ 

 Absent______ 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY: 

 

_____________________________ 

Prosecuting Attorney 



 RESOLUTION No. 2022-40 

 

(Interfund Loan from Special Revenue Fund, Cumulative Reserve Loan to Current Expense Fund, 

Non-Departmental Revenue) 

 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Skamania County, 

Washington, that the County Treasurer is directed to loan a total of $776,130.34 from the SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUND, Cumulative Reserves Loan Fund (1027.000) and transfer $776,130.34 to the 

CURRENT EXPENSE, NON-DEPARTMENTAL REVENUES FUND, (0010.380); that this 

transaction shall be considered an interfund loan to the CURRENT EXPENSE FUND and is to be 

repaid from the first available funds, together with interest at .5%, not later than three (3) years from 

the date hereof. 

 

PASSED IN REGULAR SESSION this 13th day of September 2022. 

 

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 SKAMANIA COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

  Chairman 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

 Commissioner 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

 Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ For_________ 

Clerk of the Board Against_____ 

 Abstain_____ 

 Absent______ 

APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY: 

 

_____________________________ 

Prosecuting Attorney 

































































































































MEMORANDUM  

Skamania County 

Community Development Department 
Building/Fire Marshal ⬧ Environmental Health ⬧ Planning 

Skamania County Courthouse Annex 
Post Office Box 1009 

Stevenson, Washington 98648 
Phone: 509-427-3900 Inspection Line: 509-427-3922    

 
TO:  Board of County Commissioners 
FROM: Planning Staff 
DATE:  September 7, 2022 
RE:  Short-term Vacation Rental Permitting Workshop 
 

 
The Community Development Department is proposing a fee schedule for Short-term Vacation 
Rental permits. These fees will need to be adopted by the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
The Board of Commissioners approved Ordinance No. 2020-08 on December 8, 2020, 
establishing regulations for the operation of short-term vacation rentals (STVRs) in 
unincorporated Skamania County. The ordinance was developed with input gathered by the 
Community Development Department from the Board of County Commissioners, Planning 
Commission, several public meetings, a public hearing, stakeholder meetings, and over 150 
online survey responses from community members. 
 
These regulations have been in effect since December 2020, however the requirement to obtain 
a permit to operate a short-term vacation rental was delayed and will now go into effect in 
January 2023. Planning Department staff have used the last couple of years to continue to 
study short-term rentals both within and outside of the County and review fee systems from 
other jurisdictions. 
 
The county’s STVR regulations are codified in SCC 21.70.190. Key provisions of this section are: 
 

- Short-term rentals are allowable throughout the unincorporated county as a residential 
land use and can occur within a whole house, part of a house, accessory dwelling unit, 
residential accessory building, or a park model recreational vehicle. 

- Short-term rental operators will be required to obtain an annual operating permit and to 
display this permit inside the short-term rental. 

- Short-term rental operators must provide notice to adjacent property owners of their 
intent to operate a short-term rental. 

- Short-term rentals will be prohibited from creating disturbances to neighboring 
properties that are not typical of a residential neighborhood. 

- Short-term rental operators must provide dedicated on-site parking for guests. 
- Short-term rentals must maintain building code compliance, keep carbon monoxide and 

spoke detectors in operating order, and provide a functioning fire extinguisher. 
- Short-term rental operators must comply with Washington State requirements for 

payment of lodging taxes and maintenance of liability insurance. 
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- The County will proactively respond to complaints by issuing warnings to property 
owners. After three verifiable violations, the County may revoke a short-term rental 
permit or require corrective measures. 

-  
SCC 21.70.190 states that “(STVR permit) applications shall be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable fee payable to the Skamania County treasurer in an amount established by the 
board of county commissioners.” The Planning Commission anticipated that permitting tiers 
would be established to reflect the various types of STVRs that exist in the county. The 
Community Development is proposing the following three tier fee system. 
 

PROPOSED STVR TIERS AND FEES 

Tier Description Fee 

Tier 1 

 
Owner or operator is present on-site during the course of the 
rental. 
 

$150 

Tier 2 

 
Owner or operator is not present on-site during the course of 
the rental. 
 

$200 

Tier 3 

Any STVR with an allowable occupancy of 15 or more 
persons, or three or more unique rentals on an individual 
property, whether or not the owner or operator is present on-
site during the course of the rental. 

$300 

 
Planning staff will discuss these proposed tiers and fees with the Board during the September 
13th workshop. These fees will need to be formally established by resolution at a future date. 
 
Once a STVR fee schedule is adopted, the Community Development Department will provide 
notice to all known operators of STVRs within the county, informing them of the requirement to 
apply for and obtain an STVR permit. Applicants will apply for STVR permits by submitting an 
application form electronically or in hard copy. This information will then be entered into 
SmartGov by Community Development staff and a permit will be issued from SmartGov to be 
displayed in the STVR.  
 
A draft of the proposed application form with fee schedule is attached. 
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SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL 
PERMIT APPLICATION FORM & INFORMATION PACKET 

 

 

WHAT IS A SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL? 

Short-term vacation rentals (STVRs) are defined in Skamania County Code as “a lodging use, that is not a hotel or 

motel or bed and breakfast, in which a dwelling unit, a residential accessory building, or portion thereof is offered 

or provided to a guest by a short-term vacation rental operator for a fee for fewer than thirty consecutive nights.” 

STVRs are only allowed in conjunction with residential uses in zones where residential uses are allowable.  

 

Information in this packet does not apply to the operation of short-term rentals within the 

Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Please see refer to Skamania County Code 

22.12.140 for requirements for overnight accommodations within the National Scenic Area. 

 

WHAT TYPES OF STRUCTURES OR UNITS QUALIFY AS A STVR? 

Pursuant to SCC 21.70.190(B)(1), the following types of units may operate as a short-term vacation rental: 

 

▪ Dwelling Unit: Any dwelling or part of a dwelling may be operated as a STVR. Whole-house rentals or 

partial house rentals (such as the renting of individual bedrooms) are allowable. 

▪ Accessory Dwelling Unit: Accessory dwelling units may be operated as a STVR. Accessory dwelling 

units are separate dwelling units that include their own kitchen and comply with SCC 21.70.180. 

▪ Residential Accessory Building: Residential accessory buildings such as guest houses or sheds may 

be operated as a STVR. Residential accessory buildings do not include kitchens; wet bars or kitchenettes 

without an oven or range are allowable. 

▪ Park Model Recreational Vehicle: Park Model RVs (including tiny homes licensed as park model 

recreational vehicles by the Washington Department of Labor & Industries) may operate as STVRs. No 

more than two park model RVs can be placed on a property and occupancy is limited to 14 consecutive 

days and a total of 120 days during a calendar year pursuant to SCC 21.70.120. 

 

Campsites, tents, RVs that are not park model RVs, or any other types of structures not listed are not allowable. 

 

WHAT REQUIREMENTS APPLY TO STVRs? 

The following requirements in SCC 21.70.190 apply: 

 

▪ Dedicated on-site parking shall be provided to accommodate all guests. 

▪ The STVR shall conform to all applicable standards in the building, plumbing, electrical, mechanical, fire, 

health (water and septic), and any other applicable codes. Functioning carbon monoxide detectors and 

Skamania County 
Community Development Department 
Building/Fire Marshal ⬧ Environmental Health ⬧ Planning 

Skamania County Courthouse Annex 
Post Office Box 1009 

Stevenson, Washington 98648 

Phone: 509-427-3900 Inspection Line: 509-427-3922    
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smoke detectors shall be kept in operating order and installed as required by the International Residential 

Code (IRC). At least one functioning fire extinguisher shall be installed within the STVR. 

▪ Address numbers for the STVR shall be visible from the road. 

▪ The STVR shall be operated in a way that will prevent disturbances to neighboring properties not typical 

of a residential neighborhood, including but not limited to loud music, loud noises, excessive traffic, loud 

and uncontrolled parties, junk/debris/garbage accumulation in the yards, trespassing, barking dogs, or 

excess vehicles, boats or recreational vehicles parked in the streets in front of the unit. The rental shall 

not be used at any time to host commercial events, unless the rental is associated with an approved 

commercial event center. 

▪ Per RCW 64.37.050, a STVR operator must maintain primary liability insurance to cover the STVR in the 

aggregate of not less than one million dollars or conduct each STVR transaction through a platform that 

provides equal or greater primary liability insurance coverage. 

▪ Per RCW 64.37.020, STVR operators must remit all applicable local, state, and federal taxes unless the 

platform does this on the operator’s behalf. 

 

WHAT ARE THE PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND FEES? 

All operators of STVRs are required to maintain a short-term vacation rental permit. It is a violation of Skamania 

County Code to rent, offer for rent, or advertise for rent a STVR without first obtaining a STVR permit. Permits 

must be obtained annually and are effective from the date of issuance through December 31st of each year. 

 

▪ Notice to Neighbors: Upon establishment of an STVR, the owner or contact person shall provide a 

notice to all property owners of record and/or occupants of properties within three hundred feet of the 

STVR. The notice shall include the telephone number of the owner and contact person. The purpose of 

this notice is so that neighboring property owners and residents can contact a responsible person to 

report and request resolution of problems associated with the operation of the STVR. 

▪ Operators are responsible for providing this notice and ensuring that all properties within 300 ft. 

are notified. You may use MapSifter https://skamaniawa-mapsifter.publicaccessnow.com/ to 

determine who should receive notice.  

▪ You may use the enclosed form to provide this notice. 

▪ Posting: Once you receive your permit, it must be posted in a conspicuous place in the STVR. 

▪ Fees: Annual fees are established by the Board of County Commissioners and are dependent on the type 

of STVR being permitted.  

 

ANNUAL FEE SCHEDULE 

Tier Description Fee 

Tier 1 

 

Owner or operator is present on-site during the course of the rental. 
 

$150 

Tier 2 
 
Owner or operator is not present on-site during the course of the rental. 

 

$200 

Tier 3 
Any STVR with an allowable occupancy of 15 or more persons, or three 
or more unique rentals on an individual property, whether or not the 

owner or operator is present on-site during the course of the rental. 

$300 

https://skamaniawa-mapsifter.publicaccessnow.com/
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Skamania County Community Development 
170 NW Vancouver Ave, PO Box 1009, Stevenson, WA 98648 
Phone: 509-427-3900 • Email: permitcenter@co.skamania.wa.us 

 
SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL (STVR)  

PERMIT APPLICATION 
 
 

PERMIT YEAR: 20______ 

VACATION RENTAL ADDRESS: 

Vacation Rental Tax Lot/Parcel #: 

Number of individual STVRs on property: 

Maximum occupancy per STVR: 
(if there is more than one STVR, list the occupancy limit 
for each STVR separately) 

 
 

VACATION RENTAL TIER: 
 

 Tier 1 ($150 fee)  Owner or operator is present on-site during the course of the rental. 
 Tier 2 ($200 fee)  Owner or operator is not present on-site during the course of the rental. 
 Tier 3 ($300 fee)  Any STVR with an allowable occupancy of 15 or more persons, or three or more unique rentals on an                 
                                 individual property.                                             

PROPERTY OWNER: 

Address: Phone:  

 E-mail: 

DESIGNATED CONTACT PERSON/OPERATOR: 

Address: Phone: 

 E-mail: 

PERMIT CERTIFICATION:  

 Dedicated on-site parking is provided. 

 Functioning carbon monoxide detectors, smoke detectors, 

and at least one functioning fire extinguisher are installed. 
 STVR is operated to prevent disturbances to neighboring 

properties not typical of a residential neighborhood, , including 
but not limited to loud music, loud noises, excessive traffic, 
loud and uncontrolled parties, junk/debris/garbage 
accumulation in the yards, trespassing, barking dogs, or 
excess vehicles, boats or recreational vehicles parked in the 

streets in front of the unit. 
 

 The STVR operator maintains primary liability insurance to 

in the aggregate of not less than one million dollars. 
 The STVR collects and remits all applicable local, state, and 

federal taxes. 
 I have notified or will notify all property owners of record 

and/or occupants of properties within three hundred feet of 
the STVR. The notice shall include the telephone number of 
the property owner and contact person. 
 Skamania County is authorized reasonable access to the 

STVR to carry out the administrative duties of SCC 21.70.190 
 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE(S):   Date:  

 

OWNER SIGNATURE(S)*:    Date:  

  

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY  
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