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SKAMANIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

240 NW Vancouver Ave. 

Stevenson, WA  98648 

Agenda for November 22nd, 2022 

Commissioner Meetings are open to public attendance with limited available seating to ensure physical distancing. Meeting 

attendees must wear a proper face covering regardless of vaccination status and maintain 6 feet of physical distance between other 

persons. Seating will be on a first come, first serve basis. If there is more attendance than seating, you will be asked to leave the 

Courthouse and phone in using ZOOM with the following numbers: 

 1 346 248 7799 US   1 312 626 6799 US  

 1 646 558 8656 US   1 669 900 9128 US    

 1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 889 0632 1210 – New Meeting ID as of 06/01/2021 

Join Zoom Meeting 

  - Audio only from your computer  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88906321210 

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS ACCEPTED AND ENCOURAGED BY MONDAY PRECEDING THE MEETING AT 

NOON. If you wish written comments to be listed on the agenda, they need to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board by noon on 

Thursday preceding the Tuesday/Wednesday meeting, otherwise they will be held for the following Tuesday/Wednesday. Email 

comments to: slack@co.skamania.wa.us  When a holiday falls on Monday, the regular meeting is held on Wednesday of that week.  

Tuesday, November 22nd, 2022   

 

9:00 AM Staff Meeting 

  

9:30 AM Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

               Public Comment (3 minutes) 

  Presentation of 25-year plaque to Officer Ben Sizemore. 

 

Consent Agenda   Items will be considered and approved on a single motion. Any Commissioner may, by 

request, remove an item from the agenda prior to approval.   

 

1. Minutes for meetings August 23rd, 2022, and August 30th, 2022. 

2. Minutes for meetings September 6th-7th, September 13th, September 20th, and September 26th-29th, 

2022. 

3. Minutes for meeting October 4th, 2022. 

4. Minutes for meeting November 1st-3rd, 2022. 

5. Resolution 2022-53, Amending Resolution 2021-18 – American Rescue Plan Act (1900.000). 

6. Resolution 2022-54, Updating the Skamania County Community Action Plan. 

7. Resolution 2022-55, Amending Resolution 2019-20, Skamania County Debit/Credit Card Policy to 

add the issuance of a District Court card. 

8. Liquor license application in lieu of current privilege for Backwoods Brewing Company. 

9. Joint Resolution of the Clark County Council and the Klickitat and Skamania Boards of County 

Commissioners regarding the appointment of trustees to the Fort Vancouver Regional Library. 

10. Approval of the budget recommendations of the Lodging Tax Committee. 

11. Authorization for Skamania County Guild employees, employed by the County November 16th-30th, 

2022 to receive a one-time retention incentive.  

12. Contract renewal of Indigent Representation Contract for District Court. 

 

Voucher Approval 

Payroll Approval 

http://www.skamaniacounty.org/
http://www.skamaniacounty.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88906321210
mailto:slack@co.skamania.wa.us
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WSU Extension Report 

Payroll increase for newly hired District Court Administrator to back date to October 1st, 2022, instead of 

January 1st, 2023. 

Meeting Updates 

 

10:00 AM Department Head Reports 

 

11:00 AM  Workshop with Financial Management Office, Elected Officials, Department Heads and Managers to discuss 

County finances. 

 

11:30 PM Workshop with Community Health to discuss salary surveys. 

 

 Lunch 

 

1:30 PM Workshop with Tim Lechner for demonstration and overview of upgraded JAVS system for the 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room. 

 

2:30 PM Workshop with Community Development to discuss fee schedules. 

 

Adjourn 

http://www.skamaniacounty.org/
http://www.skamaniacounty.org/








































































































































 

 

 

 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Planning Staff 

DATE:  November 16, 2022 

RE: Proposed Community Development Fee Schedule Amendments 

 

 
Technology Surcharge Fee 
The Community Development Department is looking for a new cloud-based online permitting 
system to manage building and planning permitting, licensing, and code enforcement and to 
replace the existing SmartGov system. A new system would allow for increased online permit 
submittals, an improved customer experience, better collaboration internally and externally, and 
increased productivity. Based on initial estimates from vendors, a new system would cost 
anywhere from $15,000 to $40,000 more annually than the department is currently paying for 
its annual SmartGov subscription. 
 
In order to cover the higher costs of a new permitting system and to help implement 
technology necessary to more efficiently administer development and permit reviews, the 
department is proposing to establish a 5% technology surcharge fee to be added to all 
Community Development permitting fees. The fee would apply to the one-time fees charged for 
building permits, land use permits, and water and septic permits. It would not apply to annual 
licensing fees. 
 
Based on revenue projections for 2023, a 5% technology surcharge would provide 
approximately $21,400 in revenue for the department. The table below shows the projected 
revenue scenarios for a percentage-based fee of 1%-5%. 
 

Permit Type Projected 
Fee 

Revenue 

1% 
Tech Fee 

2% 
Tech Fee 

3% 
Tech Fee 

4% 
Tech Fee 

5% 
Tech Fee 

Building $323,000 $3,230 $6,460 $9,690 $12,920 $16,150 

Planning $66,025 $660 $1320 $1,980 $2,641 $3,301 

Environmental 
Health 

$38,990 $390 $780 $1,170 $1,560 $1,950 

Total $428,015 $4,280 $8,560 $12,840 $17,120 $21,400 

 

 

Skamania County 
Community Development Department 
Building/Fire Marshal ⬧ Environmental Health ⬧ Planning 

Skamania County Courthouse Annex 

Post Office Box 1009 

Stevenson, Washington 98648 

Phone: 509-427-3900 Inspection Line: 509-427-3922   



 

 
Short-term Vacation Rental License Fees 
The Board of County Commissioners approved a preliminary fee schedule for annual short-term 
vacation rental licenses on September 27, 2022, but requested that the fees be revisited by 
staff. All communications to operators and on the county’s website have indicated that fees may 
increase after January 2023. The current fees are shown in the chart below. 
 

Tier 1 Owner or operator is present on-site during the course of the rental. $200 

Tier 2 Owner or operator is not present on-site during the course of the 
rental. 

$300 

Tier 3 Any STVR with an allowable occupancy of 15 or more persons, or 
three or more unique rentals on an individual property, whether or 
not the owner or operator is present on-site during the course of 

the rental. 

$500 

 
Since the county launched its licensing system on November 1st, 18 short-term vacation rentals 
have been licensed. About 2/3 of the licenses have been issued for Tier 2 rentals and 1/3 have 
been issued for Tier 1 rentals. Almost all licensees have applied and paid for their licenses 
online. The county has not received any feedback or complaints regarding the current fee 
schedule. 
 
The chart below shows some options for a revised fee schedule with increased annual license 
fees. 
 

Tier Current Fee 25% Increase 50% Increase Stepped 
Increases 

Tier 1 $200 $250 $300 $250 (+$50) 

Tier 2 $300 $375 $450 $400 (+$100) 

Tier 3 $500 $625 $750 $650 (+$150) 

 
If the Board directs, staff will prepare a revised fee schedule for the Board’s approval by 
resolution. The Board will also need to decide when the revised fees should go into effect. 
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